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Inland Waterways :

CONVERTING RIVERS TO NATIONAL WATERWAYS

The Way Forward

Inland watenways in India makes up a paitry 3% of the total transport
compared with China’'s 47%; in the European Union it stands at 44%.India is
estimated to have nearly 14,500 km of navigable inland waterways & can
open up economic opportunities to new regions. AMISH SHROFF, Principal
Associate at Rajani Associates and SHISHAM PRIYADARSHINI, Partner at
Rajani Associates explore the possibilities

acceways have played 2 criical role in

developmont of civilirackons around the

wotkd, such as the Semeria cvilizason

on the fhood plates of river Tigris and
Eopheaten, the Egpypeian chvilinagion oo the Nide and ¢he
lades Valky civilizacion on the civer bunks of Eadus. Inda
Villey covliation, brooght to Iighe the exivance of well beile
pocts and docks in Lochad which duces back eo the 2d
milleralom BC These ports were used as 2 prione source of
srade and traropectacion over sany yoars Homoover, duesing
the F9ch conoerp with the dovelopmont of roadways and
rahwans, B prospect of this mods of traniportation goe
adversely affecred.
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Inland Waterways Authority of India

Talteg 2 cu¢ from oo past aad realising dhe sesonece
pocnoial of 14,500 ks of nunigable inlind wasorways (which
wempenar dven, canaly Badwatans, crocks ete) e
Governacnt i the your 1986 it op the [alaad Wiecrwan
Asduxity of Indin (IWAL) eader the Inlind Wiecrwim
Ashecicy of India Ace, 1985 (TWA Act) for ecvamping the
indind warerways for shippiag and aaviganion. The IWA Act
ompowens the Governenoss 1o Seche pocondal wasorwaps
feauble for dovdopmens of Bipping and navigacion a
Nagoesd WatcewanThe WAL wnder the adminiurnacive
ool of Menbrey of Shipping acts i 3 saaoeeoey and sdvisoey

Body for boch che coneral govomenons and the state govomenont
md gelmanily wadertln peojocts Ko dovcopenent sad
sultonnce of blad wxawsn gt (IWT)
Efeantrecoere on Niagsoas] Witcrways theough grases eeceived
froes Minhitry of Shipolag, Road Teamport and Highways
The WAL s abo respoastble for condocting seeveys,
wvotigcons, and techeo-coooomis foaddny analn for
Seveboping Nasional Wicoreayx. Somnc ocher st of the
IWATL inclade orgoliion of eraffic, wudy of the aranport
requirement, sad cosolinstion of inland waset toaeapoct with
odher modes of trapoce, onblibncnt snd musstenance of
ploeage. 10 regelune the Cononumion o altcraton of sorocoencs
on acrom of wndir the Nazional Wacorways

National Woterways

FWT b s ccomonnie, Socd cfficiene, anvizonssental Sricadly
aod bowoon mode of maspoet and commerce. However,
dopite a ghoovun hraoey and abendinde of sexcarces, st of
che mocal savigable wacorways, caly 4.500 bm compriveg §
watcrwrs huve boos degnacad o Nassosud Wascowars Wik
the stae govarmenent <an rogelate and muke polkics S the
developencnt of the Inlind watcrways, the conerd govetrmont
Rus poreer o develep thine nlind watcrw that see sovogained
i Nacsooad Wicorwipy, The government whibe cueniniag in
powers wadar the TWA Act, onacted dhe Nackonad Wicorways
At 2016 and han declred 106 addicionad inied waconegx 2
the mathonal watcowsyn After dhe Inchanion of 106 additionnl
elands watcrways 20 the aubzing $ nasioand wasarwany, the

www;op-cwddm

Asminh $voll, l‘mc'g\-llmo(w. Ry Assoostos

vocal neenbyee of naskonsd wasoowsys goss up 1o 111,

TFox the mnecmatic Sevclopencne of 111 Natkoaud Wascowam,
e govornment han, dovided Nagional Witorwans indo e
followdng theee (3) cateporion:

o Catepoey ) Incboden & divery for which dhe governowne
nnends 00 release enders for awseding EPC work:

« Catcgory 2 inchades 46 rivers for whikh the governeso
naonds oo condecs feasbilicy and chorcafior poopare decalod
Foofoct sopoct on the viabiliey; and

o Cancpocy 3 tnckadr $2 rivens foe which the gowcenancnt nsends
to rclexe tonden foe the condoct of Sy toe ol
poeparacion of Setadiod peosect sepont for such feasdile waeorways.

Mammoth Task

Daveloping 111 Nageaal Wazcrways I an ambitioos plan
20d escre Mentification of these Nacsoeul Waterways sloec b
nos cnoagh as dhere ave several beucs that noed 00 be effocurvdy
adlccnod 10 opdenally welue e Noooel Weawnys 10
achacve the dodred romles, Mot wicarwys in & counery
pegelor coentant Jondging on socouns of By wlsiag sod henke
for muling the pecjocts cffontive adoquate infentroctese S
periadical deodiging muy be roquired. Bobdes dhe gonernencne
R several other facoocy 0o der hhe (1) dcding the
oec b Sy soady () peoviding infrastracoure for docing
0d inbnd dpping pores (W) Moundying aiccl gaps i
rarepont wocner wach s ady adwaps o (V) geovidieg
seaerdow cooncceiviey with che roads and ralbwan, (v) chesnleg
of the rivers o sudy them cooductve for travd and tourten, (M)
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eovisceencntal sod ecologicd coacerny, (vi) peoper plinaing,

olanes, (0] adequane levesnments for this secoo and

¥ complesion of the poojoss

Huge Requirment of Investment

The etk of developing the Nusoas] Wicerways will alvo

roguirchemongou voomonis. The Govermenont i convare

with the WAL u'.(lp'- we vacous fending options avalible

i ghe TWA Act which incledes chargiog of foos, prancing boun,

ot op of dodicatcd fendy. [n addision, the IWA At el

provides for vadkom madar 20d optiosn of feading bke luoc ol
boads, Scbenoures of by way of lwec of othet trumendy

Socogh whikh the fonds con be rabsed

Constdering the government has its own henitaconn, the

tvodvomins of peivace plavor b incvicable in varkod ascas ke

CORMMIKTIOn Ml oporacion of wrminaly, Sodgning and

Conntoaction of vooeh and Barges,

ncheding bydrograph

pway dovelopanone
i srvens, navigaeionsl ads 10 numse &
Sew. All this agaln will levolve Jot of Imeemene [n oeder o
sorract the privace ivesmments, the govemenont o o pitch
in aad infese fonds inlcally In chin sector and further soppoct
e pavace playens by pving varoes concomioss and tax

Inconsives coupled with anurod retema

Need 1o Align the Interests of Project Porticiponts

Bewdes the fund

aporknce in pablic private pactnondip (PPP)

g toquiremcnt. losling into

fus

pocfocta, ehere

i sho ¢the ‘Af\j o <rcae T'-‘-'n‘( o-“’f"f\d!f KT the

peivace playon who intond o participate ba sech projocts. The

mced of the hour Is to realign the whole nlind waterwin

) L.
soceoe, by asend w begal and repulisory feamework ealing

3
o conssderation e toguirement of tis secror and o

—— ses bke the proke o
et Iul~n,s?\all.ln e e et Cow 'a.\, e
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Welkkome to
Fort Aurr slus

oedet 10 encoursge 3ad Baaltsce the peivate bavertoer, dhe

peocen of swaoding aoed wndeeulong the PIT progects soguises

w be ¢ ad compouitive

and made ramopae

Thare i adso nood o sandardise corain va AT POCCAA
and poosovcs of PPP to provide chear sad combitent cossmncn

prccity and che vanod sucere of e

posision, Given the com

hases rvodved, the modd docessent malible widh e
povernment departments require 10 be wpdaced : 1o provede
aoope other termn  condiions foe dewr roles and

ey

whilicies and adoguase vk mingacons wops
Risk Mifigation

Like 2y oeher project foe the sacoondel bnplomentation of
Novsonal Wieorways peosect, the idenaiication of dhe anociaeed
ik facoons b ononcial % dhe ot Sor the peojoct partkipents oo
hove 3 dhow wodoondieg aed 10 v appropaiee sk
midigation serpe. The sujoe ik smoctaced soc sclited 0o the
feanddiey of the peoject which can be Meneified x the sage when

the techan feribliey wadics are being e by the vark

apeadcies. Omoe e peogect is awardod there is conmrocmon and

ogoraon rok, besides the financ

) ‘--.'_:.;AL reguleocy aned
ovirooenantal reks, Conadoring the cnmont market sconano k

3 2 4
450 pertinent 0o Excnog he cont of Inflaeion, heogn achenge

Bgeidy and priciag rik while biding Sor dhe projocen.

mpler  tamaction  toquire yaioas  aad  vasied

peaction Jocemenss, which roQuire 1 b

> s . L
cneclfelly deafred as I mind (he o

§ megoviaed kee

of the ransaction and ntorest of &

Condusion

FOCT PATIIPAnE

Wieer bang a sarce cosoarce with competing neady, the

wse of water for eranspoet mury be difficele 10 prtsfy. Howevee,

y
considaring the varioos advantages and tak

the commorcial viabalicy,
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coploymene and coomomis  devclopanent, the Natsoasd

Witerways can bocdioctvely inodin the way forwaad
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